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1.  EPF Congress 2007.

The EPF Congress took place in Koscian, Poland 7 May
with representatives from following federations: Austria, Belgium, Czech Rep., Denmark, Finland, France, Great Britain, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Russia (observer), Slovakia and Sweden.
Election of new EPF officers took part and following were unanimously elected:
Executive Officials:

- President: Arnulf Wahlstrom, Norway

- Vice President: Myriam Busselot, Belgium
- General Secretary: Dietmar Wolf, Norway

- Treasurer: Alain Hammang, Luxembourg

- Techn. Com. Chairman: Joachim Lehmann, Germany
- Law & Leg. Com. Chairman: Sandro Rossi, Italy
Non Executive Officials:

- Disciplinary Com. Chairman: Pavol Müller, Slovakia

- Auditor: Pavol Müller, Slovakia

- Appeal Com. Chairman: Detlev Albrings, Germany

- Women Com. Chairman: Tone Ingebretsen, Norway

Women’s committee and Media Officer.

The Congress decided to install an EPF Women’s Committee to work with matters related to female lifting and to appoint a Media Officer. For the moment no person is appointed as Media Officer as the Executive want to receive proposal from our member federation on persons that will do a good job. His/her mandate is to promote European powerlifting with a close contact to European and National Medias.
Proposals accepted:
        * If the EPF membership fee of 250 Euro is not paid within  
           the end of January, the fee will be 300 Euro.

* At all European championships the accommodation fee  
   shall be payable by bank transfer or by credit card at  
   the hotel reception.
* The sanction fee for organising European  
  championships is 500 Euro starting from 2008.
  Sanction fee for Western European Championships is
  200 Euro and for Danube Cup 100 Euro.


Hall of Fame.
Antonietta Orsini from Italy was awarded Hall of Fame for her outstanding performances at international competitions from 1993 to today.
She has 3 times participated in the World Games and won the Open Worlds in 2006 and was the overall best female lifter at the Open Europeans 2007. Congratulation!
2. Open European Championships in Koscian.
This was a good organised championship. The preparations were excellent and the support from local authorities was impressing. Every day the venue was crowded with spectators that asked for autographs – not so usual in the powerlifting sport.
The venue was a big sport hall with good warming up facilities and clever people in the organising committee.

The lifters had prepared well and made good performances and it was several hard fights about the medals.
However, one important detail was missing as it was not any score board showing the results. This was a big minus as it was hard to follow the competition and the fights between the athletes. 
This must not happen again at an European championship and the Executive will take steps to control this prior to an Europeans.
In Koscian the computer system had not the capacity to provide signal to the over head projector.

The accommodation and the transport were working excellent during this championship as the high quality hotel, where most of the participants stayed, was located 25 km outside Koscian.
Over all it was a well organised championship the city of Koscian can be proud of and most lifters were very pleased by the good facilities and the good technical organisation.

Doping controls.

	Name
	Nation
	Category

	Lehto, Ove
	FIN
	+125

	Blanchflower, James
	GB
	+125

	Randen, Asbjørn
	NOR
	125

	Clive, Henry
	GB
	125

	Czarkowski, Marian
	POL
	110

	Hristov, Ivailo
	BUL
	110

	Wiak, Jacek
	POL
	100

	Theuser, Petr
	CZE
	100

	Sohlman, Jarmo
	FIN
	100

	Hristov, Hristo
	BUL
	90

	Ivanets, Andrew
	BLR
	90

	Wegiera, Jan
	POL
	82,5

	Nurmine Alvo
	EST
	82,5

	Mihailov, Robert
	BUL
	82,5

	Paplauskas, Evaldas
	LIT
	75

	Olech, Jaroslaw
	POL
	75

	Hassan, El Belghitti
	FRA
	67,5

	Bacinsky, Erik
	SVK
	60

	Wszola, Dariusz
	POL
	56

	Sliwinska, Anna
	POL
	90+

	Schaefer, Joanne
	NET
	90+

	Pileva, Maria
	BUL
	90

	Strik, Ielja
	NET
	90

	Blikra, Inger
	NOR
	82,5

	Szollos, Eszter
	HUN
	75

	Terasmaa, Inna
	EST
	67,5

	Orsine, Antonietta
	ITA
	67,5

	Bachhaus, Gundula
	GER
	60

	Locatelli, Laura
	ITA
	60

	Eriksson, Marie
	SWE
	52

	Friedrich, Marion
	GER
	48

	Koskinen, Raija
	FIN
	48


3. Suspended lifter from the Masters European Bench  

    Press 2006.
Following lifter is disqualified and suspended for 2 years due to positive doping test at the Master European Bench Press Championships in Frydek-Mystek, Czech republic 2006:
Bruno Lespoix from France. He competed in M2 in the 75 kg.
4. Danube Cup doping tests.
4 doping tests were carried out at the Danube Cup and all tests are negative. 
5. Greetings from the President.

All nominated candidates for the EPF offices were elected at the Congress in Koscian. I am very pleased that all these good officers are again willing to work for EPF and I am sure that also the new officials elected will contribute in a good way.

My motivation for accepting re election every 4 years since 1990 is that I realise the powerlifting sport is continuously growing and being better and better organised.  Although it is small steps from year to year, we are definitely moving in the right direction. 
But it is not a matter of course to unify different powerlifting federations from more than 30 European countries. The culture is different, the economy is different and the attitude of the people is different. Only a well structured umbrella organisation is able to gather all these federations. And this is the challenge and the goal for the EPF officials - to have good routines to carry out the daily work and continuously improve these routines.
I expect another 4 years with high activity within the EPF and I look forward to co-operate in a good, friendly and efficient way with all of you!
/ Arnulf Wahlstrom
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