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1. The European Bench Masters in Nymburk, Czechia 

The last couple of days before the championships started were filed with uncertainty and doubts, as the flood hit the central Europe. The TV reported about a big catastrophe. So far, the Nymburk town lying on the headwater of Elbe was a 100% safe destination. The big problem was “just” the transportation. So lot of athletes, especially from Austria and Germany could not come or came later as the situation in the south Bohemia turned better. It was a big and nice surprise that we could announce over 200 lifters at the technical meeting. So the flood was in one way good. As I said at the closing banquet: it has shown, how important is powerlifting for the athletes.

Also the Czech federation has done a very good work

Leona Blehová

2.. The Bench open in Nymburk Czechia was really a perfect championships. Also at these championships the flooding had some influences. So some of the German lifters could not come as they had to work at restoring their belongings after the flooding. 

The Championships was very well organised and we had over 170 competitors. The results showed that the athletes appreciated the good venue and the atmosphere there. So many and high records were set, that it was a fantastic event also for the spectators.

So I can say that after the Masters all small problems from one week ago were solved and so we could see one of the best Bench open meets ever in the EPF. If possible, it will be shown a short video report in all aeroplanes around the world, made by the Hungarian TV people.

So the thanks of the EPF goes to the Czech Federation, its president and meetdirector Mira Vacek, the technical director Jiri Hofirek and all their crew members. The experiment, organising two bench meets at two connected weekends went perfect.

Heiner Köberich

3. The membership fee it is 7 month after the January, when at latest it should be paid. As for each month to late it costs 10,-  € extra, it is 330 € to pay in September. Two nations are left to pay. But they are now suspended from the EPF. That excludes them from future EPF and IPF championships. 

Suspended Nations: Slovenia and Portugal 

The EPF Info If the EPF-Info will be sent only by email in the future, the e-mail edition will be the same as you can find it now at the Internet. That means, for the results and Invitations you have to look on a different place at the EPF homepage. In this case, the EPF Info will just give a remark, that the invitation is published at the homepage, but you must load it from there by yourself. For me that saves a lot of time, that I will also use to bring other parts of the EPF forward. That is what I understand under e-mail EPF INFO. But I want to mail it out like in the past 16 years to all federations, to supply them each month with complete information an results. So they can find all in one edition.

The new rule, that the equipment used on all European Championships must have the IPF approval, will start on 1st of January 2003.

Doping tests results

The following lifters were tested with a negative result at the European Masters in Kolomya: 

Lokhov Leonid (RUS), Häusler Wilfried  (GER), Giumarra Franco (ITA), Sayapin Gennady (RUS), Veritch Viktor (RUS), Nivault Marcel (FRA), Kashirina Natatia (RUS), Speth Eva (GER), Vatyuk Sergeiy (UKR), Pustovalov Serguey (RUS), Gröll Reinahrd (GER), Babenko Vsevold (UKR), Ukhach Volodimir (UKR), Kulikov Alexandr (RUS), Gimbert Pierre (FRA), Glazunov Valeriy (RUS), Sharliev Nikolay (UKR), Moses Allan (GBR), Bespalov Yury (RUS).

These lifters were tested at the European Juniors and all of them were negative: 

Kurina Julia (RUS), Ivanova Zhanna (UKR), Olenytsa Victoria (RUS), Pavlovkaja Kira (RUS), Tokareva Natalia (RUS), Gromov, Alexander (RUS), Alekseev Dmitriy (RUS), Svarikin Alexei (RUS), Osokin Alexei (RUS), Freydunn Ivan (UKR), Lenarciak Tomasz (POL), Voroshylin Roman (UKR), Yarymbash Yevgeniy (UKR), Papazov Vitaliy (UKR)
Heiner Köberich
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